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Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

In response to the Office Action mailed 09/04/2008, please amend this application as follows:

CLAIMS: Amendments to the claims begin on page 2 of this amendment.

REMARKS: Remarks begin on page 9 of this amendment.

Claims

The following is a listing of all claims in the application with their status and the text of all active claims. 

 
1-20 (CANCELED)

21. (NEW) A method of conducting a secondary market securities auction including the steps of:

(a) using a website on the internet to list specific lots of outstanding securities for sale and request bids from participants to buy the securities 

(b) displaying on said website bids from said participants for buying said specific lots of securities including the price of said bids such that said bids including the bid prices thereof are available to all participants immediatally upon entry of said bids and throughout the auction,  

(c) providing real time dynamic updating on said web site of information pertaining to the auction including whether or not the securities traded.

whereby all participants have equal access to and knowledge of bids to enable discriminative trading decisions.

22. (NEW) The method defined in Claim 1, including the step of: dynamically updating the display of new bids including the amount and price of said bids in real time on said web site wherein said web site and the data thereof is accessible to all bidders or participants as the auction proceeds such that all participants have equal, open access to all the bids. 

23. (NEW) The method defined in Claim 21, including the step of: providing a host computer network including a computer having databases and programs comprising said web site to be accessed by participants.

24. (NEW) The method defined in Claim 23, including the step of: searching on an auction search screen of said web site through a database of available auction items using specified criteria to find the type of security desired to be traded, wherein results of said search are displayed on said web site.

25. (NEW) The method defined in Claim 24, including the step of: accessing an auction detail screen of the computer network showing all bids made in priority order and other information pertinent to the auction including links to other functions concerning the status of the auction and the securities being auctioned including:  

(a) independent evaluations 

(b) spreads to indicative yield curves 

(c) links to calculations

(d) links to historical bid, offering  and trade data

(e) forms for submitting bids 

(f) forms for selling orders.

whereby substantially all information available on a specific auction and the securities thereof and any permissible action which may be taken by a participant is accessible from a single location.

26. (NEW) The method defined in Claim 6, including the step of: accessing a program alert screen for notification of activity pertaining to the auction including activity of participants or specific portfolios set by predetermined criteria.

27. (NEW) The method defined in Claim 3, including the step of: accessing the computer network using a standard Java script enabled web browser.

28. (NEW) The method defined in Claim 23, including steps wherein: the Seller may optionally execute a trade within a specified time frame and wherein all data pertinent to the sale of the securities including the prices of all bids is displayed on a screen accessible to all participants or bidders.

29. (NEW) A secondary market securities auction system including: a computer having a program, said program having the means for:

(a) listing securities to request bids from participants 

(b) displaying bids from participants to all participants during an auction

(c) automatically updating all bids while said bids are displayed on a real time basis such that all participants have equal, open access to all the bids as the auction proceeds.

30. (NEW) The system defined in Claim 29, wherein said computer has databases and programs for searching information on the securities and auction, and for alerting participants as to activity pertaining to the auction.

31. (NEW) The system defined in Claim 30, wherein said databases and programs dynamically create and display various graphic user interfaces, wherein said interfaces provide participants of the auction the means for:

(a) submitting items for auction,

(b) submitting bids 

(c) permitting sellers and bidders to execute securities trades using the Internet. 

(The forms cited in Harrington (col. 7, lines 20-25) are for registration “forms to be completed by those interested in submitting bids” Claim 12 of the present invention is concerned with the means to create and display dynamic forms to provide the user means to interact with the auction process. By definition “dynamic forms or graphic user interfaces may contain variable elements dependent upon conditions including:  the users identity, the specific security or the status of the auction.)

32. (NEw) A system for secondary market securities trading including in combination: 

(a) a computer system including a website containing specific lots of securities to be auctioned, 

(b) said web site providing graphic user interfaces for potential buyers of said specific lots of securities to enter bids for purchasing said specific lots of securities, 

(c) said computer system having programs for immediatally displaying upon entry and throughout the auction all bids received for said specific lots of securities on said web site such that the bids including the prices thereof are accessible to all bidders and observers to enable potential buyers to have knowledge of the status of the auction as it proceeds and to assist  the potential buyers in deciding whether to enter a bid and the price of the bid to be entered.

33. (NEW) The system defined in Claim 32, wherein said computer system has programs for receiving and displaying requests for bids by a potential seller of specific lots of securities wherein said lots of securities are inserted in the system by submitting data pertinent to said lots of securities including a CUSIP or other unique identifier and the par amount

34. (NEW) The system defined in Claim 32, wherein potential buyers and sellers of securities may access said web site of said computer system with a standard java-script enabled web browser on a computer via the internet or through a proprietary direct connection whereby full functionality of the system including dynamic real-time updating of content is available.

35. (NEW) A method of trading securities in the secondary market including the steps of:

(a) a potential seller requesting bids for specific lots of securities wherein said request requires the submission of data including a CUSIP or other unique identifier and the par amount of each said specific lot of securities

(b) displaying said specific lots of securities to be sold on a website 

(c) receiving and displaying on said website bids to purchase each said specific lot of securities, 

(d) displaying all said bids immediatally upon entry on said website such that all bidders, potential bidders and sellers have access to said bids as the auction proceeds.

36. (NEW) The method defined in Claim 35, wherein the seller reviews the bids on the website and at said sellers discretion enters into said website that said specific lot of securities are for sale at a price bid by the highest bidder wherein the current trade status of the lot of securities is explicitly displayed to all participants and updated as necessary.


      37. (NEW) The method defined in Claim 35, including the steps of;

(a) entering a bid greater than the current high bid plus a predetermined increment 

(b) entering a maximum bid where said maximum bid is not disclosed to any participants

(c) automatically increasing the bid in one or more predetermined increments to top out a new sub sequentially submitted competitive high bid but not to exceed said maximum bid.

See kaplin 0110,0065

The methods of both Kaplan and Harrington involve an auction with a specific time period in which bids may be submitted. The Caldas method involves a sharp and firm time the sharp time being the time bidding is closed and the firm time being the time up till which all bids are considered firm and may be executed upon by the seller in Caldas bids may be submitted any time from when the auction item is first advertised up to the sharp time. Execution within the system is restricted to within the period between the sharp and firm times

The steps of claim 20 can be compared to a stop-limit order in the stock market wherein: “Once the stop price is reached, the stop-limit order becomes a limit order to buy or to sell at a specified price.” In this instance, since execution is at the discretion of the seller after bidding is closed it would be to bid up to a specified price. The stop price bid is set at a level above the current bid if said stop price bid is matched or surpassed the bid becomes a limit order bid with the additional value of automatically increasing the bid at predetermined increments above the bids of competitors until the limit order bid is reached. This method differs radically from the “top bid” feature of Kaplan in that it provides for a bidder to implement a predetermined bidding strategy in the event of competitive bidding without the requirement to monitor the auction thereby permitting the bidder to actively participate in multiple simultaneous auctions

Conclusion

For all the reasons given above the applicant respectfully submits that the errors sited in the Office action have been corrected, the claims comply with section 112, the claims define over the prior art under section 102 [why…………….] and the claimed distinctions are of patentable merit under section 103 because of the new results provided [list them again……….] Accordingly, applicant submits that this application is now in full condition for allowance which the applicant respectfully solicits. If the examiner agrees but does not deem the present claims technically adequate, applicant respectfully requests the examiner write acceptable claims pursuant to MPEP 707.07(j)

The applicant would like to thank the examiner for the clear and understandable office action to which he has made his best effort to respond.

Very respectfully,

\Joseph J. Caldas\

Joseph J. Caldas

84 Brook Drive 

Watchung, NJ 07069
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Cell 201-724-5576

